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esus captivated multitudes of thou-
sands of people at a time because, 
when He preached, “he taught them 

as one having authority, and not as the 
Scribes” (Mark 7:29). People were hungry 
and thirsty for righteousness, and Christ 
gave them food for their souls (Mat. 5:6; 
John 6:35). Biblical preaching is supposed 
to do the same thing for people in the mod-
ern world: it is supposed to feed their souls 
(1 Pet. 5:1-3). 
 That is why Biblical preaching 
must be authoritative. If it is 
not, then it will not provide 
the spiritual sustenance that 
people need so very much. 
The vast majority of souls 
walking the Earth are with-
ered and emaciated—
starving for what only authoritative Bibli-
cal preaching can provide. Paul described 
the condition of those whose souls are lost 
as being “dead” while they “liveth” (1 
Tim. 5:6). Only the message of God’s 
Word can bring these dead souls back to 
life (Eph.2:1). 
 The problem with most preaching 
that is done in churches today is that it 
lacks authority from the Word of God to 
back it up. In most churches, sermons con-
sist of one or two quotations from the 
Scriptures and then a series of illustrations, 
jokes and inspirational stories. In Second 

Timothy 4:1 and 2, preachers are charged 
to “preach the word.” God does not want 
preachers to entertain people with anec-
dotes, but to “persuade men” to obey the 
will of the Lord (2 Cor. 5:11). To accom-
plish this lofty goal, preaching must be 
authoritative. 
 As indicated earlier, it is the Word 
of God, which is the source of all religious 
authority. Colossians 3:17 reads, “And 
whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God and the Fa-
ther by him.” To speak or to 
act in someone’s name is to 
do so by their authority. 
Therefore, preachers are re-
quired to preach and to teach 
in the name of the Lord Je-

sus Christ—having the authority of His 
Word to verify everything that is said. 
 Beware of preachers who overuse 
the phrase, “I think.” Frankly, it does not 
matter what any preacher thinks about 
anything. It only matters what the Bible 
says. Preaching that is not reinforced with 
multiple references in Scripture is not au-
thoritative preaching. When I was learning 
to be a preacher, my teachers would say, 
“Always include lots of Scripture in every 
sermon. Then, you can be sure that at least 
that much of your sermon is correct.” It 
still rings true today. 
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“Wherefore I 

take you to 

record this 

day, that I am 

pure from the 

blood of all 

men. For I 

have not 

shunned to 

declare unto 

you all the 

counsel of 

God.” 

—Acts 

20:26,27 

With Honesty 

Quotable Quotations 
“Those who stand before 

men to faithfully declare the 

Word of God indirectly speak 

for God. What an awesome 

responsibility for any man to 

assume! No wonder an in-

spired man of God would 

urge, “preach the Word” (2 

Tim. 4:2)!” 

—Thomas H. Holland 

“Many motives may cause a 

man to want to preach: the 

applause of fellow men, fi-

nancial considerations, es-

cape from military service 

are a few. The only worthy 

motive, however, is the ur-

gent, overpowering desire to 

help others be saved.” 

—Batsell Barrett Baxter 

“One warning that must be 

sounded: it is a mistake to 

think of gospel preaching as  

a public performance!” 

—Gary Colley 

“...to proclaim the unsearch-

able riches of divine grace, 

and the conditions on which 

these blessings are secured 

and appropriated, to a world 

lost in sin...should be, must 

be and is, the aim and intent 

of every faithful and earnest 

preacher of the Word…” 

—Guy N. Woods 

cause someone in the con-
gregation to be offended. 
The result of this policy is 
sermons that are only 
loosely based on the Scrip-
tures, and that are designed 
to make the hearers feel 
better about themselves as 
they are, rather than chal-
lenging them to improve. 
Ecclesiastical cowardice 
rules the day—and many 
people will be lost because 
of it. 

 Preachers do not 
need to preach only on 
controversial subjects, but 
they need to do as Paul 
did, when he was in Ephe-
sus: preach all the counsel 
of God (Acts 20:26,27). 
The fact of the matter is 

that every soul needs to 
hear everything that God 
has to say. Preachers who 
will not be honest with 
their hearers about God’s 
will for them are only 
guaranteeing that the peo-
ple to whom they preach 
will be lost eternally. 

 Preachers who are 
honest with themselves 
know that when they 
preach the Word of God to 
any group of people, there 
will be those who will not 
accept it. But they must 
not allow this fact to cause 
them to “water down” the 
message. It is their task to 
boldly stand and speak the 
truth, with love in their 
hearts (Eph. 4:15). 

P 
reachers must be 
honest with the peo-

ple to whom they preach. 
One might think that much 
is obvious, but most 
preachers are under  con-
stant pressure to tell peo-
ple what they want to hear, 
rather than what they need 
to hear. The apostle Paul 
felt this pressure acutely, 
and indicated as much, 
when he wrote to his 
brethren in the churches of 
Galatia: “Am I therefore 
become your enemy, be-
cause I tell you the 
truth?” (Gal. 4:16). 

 Many preachers 
dare not to say anything 
that might be perceived as 
controversial, lest they 
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FÑaithful preachers of the 
gospel are charged with 

preaching a consistent mes-
sage to those who will listen 
to them. With so many 
preachers preaching so many 
different things in the 
“religious world,” consis-
tency is something that is 
sorely lacking. But, the kind 
of consistency that Bible 
challenges us to present in 
sermons is not so difficult to 
understand. 

 In First Timothy 4, 
the apostle Paul issued a sol-
emn charge to the young 
minister: “Preach the word.” 
In order to present a consis-
tent message, it is necessary 
for preachers to routinely 
base their preaching upon the 
Word of God. In Philippians 
2:5, Paul wrote: “Let this 
mind be in you, which was 

also in Christ Jesus.” The 
implication of this command 
is that, it is possible for us to 
know the mind of Christ, and 
if it is possible to know the 
mind of Christ, then it is pos-
sible to communicate His 
will to others. If preaching is 
based solely upon the Bible, 
then it will be consistent. 

 One of the hallmarks 
of man-made religion is in-
consistency. Man-made re-
ligion tends to be inconsis-
tent with itself and with the 
Bible. For example, in the 
case of churches which teach 
the doctrine of the impossi-
bility of apostasy, this doc-
trine contradicts other doc-
trines that they teach. If it is 
true, that once a person is 
saved he can never be lost 
again, why do these churches 
also teach that one must at-

tend worship services and do 
benevolent works for others? 
If what they teach about the 
impossibility of apostasy is 
true, then what compelling 
reason would anyone have to 
try to reform themselves and 
live a faithful Christian life? 

 Of course, the doc-
trine of the impossibility of 
apostasy also contradicts the 
Bible. Warnings against fal-
ling from the grace of God 
abound in the New Testa-
ment (1 Cor. 10:12; Gal. 5:4; 
Jude 24). Not only are Chris-
tians warned against the loss 
of their salvation, but they 
are also instructed as to how 
they can fortify themselves 
against such a loss (Acts 
20:32). The Bible presents a 
consistent message, and it is 
the job of gospel preachers to 
convey it accurately.  
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Web Sites That Won’t Waste Your Time… 
 
Use this code with your smart phone to visit the web site of the Madisonville Church of Christ. 
Get news and information about what’s going on in our congregation. Put your knowledge of the 
Bible to the test on our “Q & A” page. No smart phone; no problem. Just use your computer’s 
web browser to visit www.madisonvillechurchofchrist.org. 
 

 
Do a search for the “Madisonville Church of Christ” on Facebook, and “like” our page. We 
post many announcements about happenings at the church and other items of interest, each 
week. We would love to have you as part of our Facebook following! 



Sunday Morning Bible Study 

—9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Morning Worship 

—10:30 a.m. 

Sunday Evening Worship 

—6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study 

—7:00 p.m. 

What Is Biblical Preaching? 

Biblical preaching is becoming increasingly rare, in the 
twenty-first century. What passes for preaching in the mod-
ern world is anything but Biblical. Most preachers today 
might begin their sermons with a text from the Bible, but the 
points that they make and the lessons that they teach are more 
likely to have their origins in pop psychology than in the 
Word of God. A new convert once told me that, while he had 
attended the services of many so-called “churches,” no one 
had ever really explained the Bible to him before he came to 
the church of Christ. Of course, Biblical preaching is part of 
the worship we offer to the Lord, every Sunday. It is, at once, 
an affirmation of our love and appreciation for the Word of 
God, and an opportunity to instruct people in its wisdom. It is 
the method that God has chosen to disseminate the gospel of 
Christ to the masses (1 Cor. 1:21). In this issue of the Paper 
Pulpit, we shall discuss the essential elements of Biblical 
preaching, in an effort to fully appreciate what is required of 
those who would “preach the word…” (2 Tim. 4:2). 

Madisonville Church of Christ 

FREE Bible Correspondence Course! 

♦ A complete survey of the whole Bible in eight 
lessons. 

♦ Study in the privacy of your own home at your 
own pace. 

♦ Absolutely free of charge (we will not solicit 
you for any donations). 

♦ Certificate presented upon completion. 

♦ Call or write to the Madisonville Church of Call or write to the Madisonville Church of Call or write to the Madisonville Church of Call or write to the Madisonville Church of 
Christ to request enrollment.Christ to request enrollment.Christ to request enrollment.Christ to request enrollment.    

♦ An excellent aid to a personal study of the 
Scriptures. 

♦ Elevates the importance of the Biblical text 
over the opinions of men. 

A Christ-Preaching, Bible-Teaching Church 


